
Reg$rding proceeding MB 17-179, I urge the FCC to deny Sincl$ir Bro$dc$st Group 
Inc.̓s bid to become $ bro$dc$sting powerhouse by purch$sing Tribune Medi$ 
Comp$ny. This merger would cre$te the l$rgest television bro$dc$sting comp$ny 
in history with $ccess to over 70 percent of Americ$n homes. But, the merger 
hinges on spinning off TV st$tions to comply with U.S. limits on bro$dc$st 
ownership. Bloomberg news reported on July 2 th$t Sincl$ir's st$tion spinoffs $s $ 
condition of the proposed merger do not even p$ss the smell test of $ true, $rms-
length divestiture of $n independent bro$dc$st st$tion. For ex$mple, the fl$gship 
Tribune st$tion in my hometown of Chic$go, WGN-TV, would be sold to $n 
$utomobile executive who is $ business p$rtner of Sincl$ir Ch$irm$n D$vid D. 
Smith! The s$le includes $ convenient option for Sincl$ir to buy WGN-TV b$ck 
$fter eight ye$rs -- renew$ble five times for up to 48 ye$rs. Simply put, Sincl$ir 
would m$int$in de-f$cto control over this $nd other m$jor-m$rket st$tions (e.g., 
KDAF in D$ll$s $nd KIAH in Houston) through its web of f$mily-connected 
business p$rtners. 

I object to the merger for $ second re$son: Sincl$ir Bro$dc$st Group h$s $ long, 
ugly history of l$ying off loc$l news st$ff with $ commitment to loc$l journ$lism 
$nd community $ff$irs. Sincl$ir then dev$st$tes the journ$listic integrity of loc$l 
medi$ outlets by forcing its member st$tions to $ir politic$lly-bi$sed “must-run” 
segments $s unbi$sed news reports, not the opinion-l$den p$l$ver such pieces 
$re. These must-run segments $re produced by Sincl$ir's corpor$te he$dqu$rters 
in B$ltimore. We must protect qu$lity journ$lism th$t reflects the concerns $nd 
interests of the communities served by loc$l news st$tions. 

I urge you to fl$tly reject the Sincl$ir-Tribune merger on both counts.


